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The Legacy program gives us the options of starting it up in several different ways. For most software programs, this is called the startup screen. For the Legacy program, it’s called the startup view. This startup option was brought to our attention at our September meeting when one of our SIG members said they could not update the Legacy program. As we investigated this, we found that this persons Legacy program was being opened in the family view startup screen. If the program had been opened in

the Legacy Home view instead, that person could have seen what version they were using and whether it is the latest version available. If a newer version is available, they could have downloaded and installed it right from this startup view without any difficulty. Most of us are creatures of habit and do things the same way every time. This is both good and bad. It’s good, in a way, because can do what we do without much thought. It just becomes second nature. It’s bad, because experimentation has a lot to offer and these offerings go undiscovered because we are afraid to try something new. I hope you’ll give some of these other views a try after to hear what I have to say.
When you start Legacy you will always see seven tabs across the top of your startup view. These are the seven views that Legacy can startup in. These views are, Legacy Home, Family, Pedigree, Descendant, Chronology, Index and Research Guidance. I don’t know of anyone who would want to startup in the Research Guidance View, but it’s an option just in case. From what I’ve seen, most users will startup in the Family, Index or Pedigree view, in that order. I’m certain that the reason for starting in these views is, you have discovered some new family information and you want to get it entered into Legacy ASAP. For myself, I like to start Legacy in the Legacy Home view tab. I do

this for several reasons, but the most important is, it keeps genealogy from becoming a boring task. Booting up in the Legacy Home view gives genealogy a little more life.
When I startup in the Legacy Home view I see several panels with a great deal of useful information. The largest panel is for Legacy news. Remember the handout that Hal gave us regarding the Quick Guides?  If we scrolled down through the news item in this panel, we would find an article about the Quick Guides. We could click on this article and we would be transported to the Millennia home page where we can view the Quick Guides and even order the ones we are interested in. There are many articles in the Legacy news panel. Not all of them will be of interest to you, but I’m sure some of them will be. This panel is absolutely worth a few minutes of your time.
The two panels below the Legacy news panel are very important to me. These two panels give me a list of To Do items and also a list of upcoming events. The To Do panel reminds me of the tasks that need doing and when I should do them. As an

example, I saw an engagement announcement in the local paper for one of our family members. Not a close relative, but still a relative. They were to be married the following year in the month of June. I made a To Do item to look the marriage announcement and/or license for this relative and I used a reminder date, for this task, of June 1, 2013. A To-Do reminder popped up two weeks before that date. The events panel reminds me to send my best wishes for birthdays and anniversaries to my closest relatives.
For the rest of the relative, it helps me keep on top of my game in case I happen to run into them and I can give them my personal best wishes for their birthday or anniversary. Besides keeping on top of the game, this helps to keep me in the families good graces

so I can continue to use them in my research of family histories. I use the death date of my closest family members, to remind me that they are gone but not forgotten. In order to use these two panels, they must be activated. You do this going to the “Option

Button” located on the right side of the family home page. This button is different than the “Option” item in the menu bar at the top of the screen. After clicking on the “Option Button” click on reminder options and tell Legacy, which items you want to be reminded of, and how far in advance that reminder should occur. 
In this option button you can also tell Legacy how it should connect to the Internet. A live Internet connection is easier to use, but not necessary. You can still use the Legacy Home view even with a dial up connection. Or, you can use the Legacy Home view without any Internet connection at all. You won’t get any news items or the latest update information, but you will still get helpful tips and the To-Do and Event reminders.

The three panels on the right are listed as, Statistics, Updates and Support. The Updates panel is where you can see what version you are using. If it’s the latest version, it will tell you so. If there is a newer version, it will tell you what it is and you can decide if you want to download and install it now. I usually wait a week or two before downloading the newest version of Legacy to make sure they got all the bugs worked out. 
I like all the startup views that Legacy has to offer. I especially like the chronology view. I don’t use this view as a startup, but I do use it for family gatherings. When I print out a chronology for a person’s viewing, I’m amazed at how well this goes over and what

a great conversation starter it is.
To check out each startup view, simply click on one of the seven tabs and check it out. If you would like to try that tab as your startup view, for a while, go the options menu item at the top of the screen and click on Customize. You’ll be in the General section and the first panel will be Program Startup. Put a check mark in the view you would like and click on Save at the bottom of the screen. In this same Startup panel you can also tell Legacy is you want to see the Splash Screen during the program startup. I also like to view the handy tips that come during startup. This option is on the right had side of the General tab.
Start up the Legacy program in any view you desire. But, don’t ignore the Legacy Home view. There’s a great deal of valuable information there. 
